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Windstream connects nearly 300 Department of Veterans Affairs locations as part of
agency's efforts to consolidate services

Windstream is providing voice, data and internet services to VA locations across the country that help
reduce costs and provide higher-quality services to our nation's veterans

LITTLE ROCK, Ark., Oct. 04, 2016 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Windstream (NASDAQ:WIN), a leading provider of advanced
network communications, today announced that it has connected nearly 300 Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) locations
across the country within the first year of being named an authorized network services provider for the VA's National
Consolidation of Local Exchange Carrier (LEC) Services Contract.

Windstream is providing a wide range of voice, data and Internet services under the five-year, multi-million-dollar contract
with the VA's Office of Information and Technology (OIT), which is designed to consolidate service providers to the VA.
Windstream expects to continue to introduce reliable, scalable and secure technology solutions at other facilities that will
assist in the efficient delivery of healthcare and other benefits to veterans across the nation.

"As a country, we owe our service veterans the best care possible,” said Bradley Kilbey, vice president and general
manager of Federal Markets at Windstream. "We are proud that Windstream's voice and data services are assisting the
Department of Veterans Affairs provide a higher-quality experience to our nation's veterans and powering important
services such as crisis hotlines and telehealth initiatives."

Windstream offers a full suite of advanced network communications and technology solutions, including voice and data
services such as VolIP access, SIP trunking, MPLS and dedicated high-speed Internet. Windstream also offers managed
services, cloud computing, disaster recovery and networking services designed to help businesses increase productivity
and improve operational costs.

For more information on Windstream and the services the company is providing to the Department of Veterans Affairs,
please visit windstreambusiness.com/government.

About Windstream

Windstream Holdings, Inc. (NASDAQ:WIN), a FORTUNE 500 company, is a leading provider of advanced network
communications and technology solutions for consumers, small businesses, enterprise organizations and carrier partners
across the U.S. Windstream offers bundled services, including broadband, security solutions, voice and digital TV to
consumers. The company also provides data, cloud solutions, unified communications and managed services to business
and enterprise clients. The company supplies core transport solutions on a local and long-haul fiber-optic network spanning
approximately 125,000 miles. Additional information is available at www.windstream.com. Please visit our newsroom at
news.windstream.com or follow us on Twitter at @Windstream.

Medi a Cont act
Jereny Story, 720.984.2730

j story@roundf| oor nedi a. com

@ Primary Logo

Source: Windstream Holdings, Inc.

News Provided by Acquire Media


https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=NgSZirBrgB_nulLffn8qUiwoaL9GYVoNPmnigtp19vl9QiwugJN-2d4ZGdNLK4pOZLcjD83eYiGSVeOs-Gum0redUaSWTwlycgmWTlYoHlw=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=17_1hZD6kfn8Q2vFsJtu9Jdpahjd0HjKF4igryDP9XQKDPeg1bQism0vWUvaAn0pudvf1rKnp5X6Pl8puL0k3UN-LYpRO3pq_E7Dwggr2iPN_DzuDTj0wYEoC8KUbJ4ixpleEhC358MTmdbVmwlcgQ==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=X_dsxJqpizVSf2NrFlBOQY4omVYM8pgETfGl77VvT-1iPLNavV12GDaPjQ_X9W9KBpW8zmQO8FcdmRL3jvZNqvmIY6rJoRGOAfX_s3QoMvN5yzZ_Bx9UjePc12jCRZDVal-hp3t0UY8JnE3vDPW9Wg3f0kJkGnXIiK4ldhS93q0=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wdeU7xbaxnuaRlejF1lMVJOORIWLH_iM25J02VBqpyRoa-6oH0nx-8oP6H4WWIP8D3zOBB96G66chsbct4WZfpUhb7aFXvLV6UbL8BtOo6myo6bqOdTLetRLvJWktqDX0t_HpxuvYgrw20qZ1OpawhR6Rp_hLh5psiVSuyF3IF6iaEKvRHYLbmt5obceSZji
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=AIIsyBxerWlvGAf1mlsZkOU6eskKg-8yWOODZRqvQO_RBu64yS8toTUoo5F3-4oIHINDKW4PekrKXeb-Vp633qb1nBOgt4qovpUbHv_Iv9OIVzZl-nw5oqpOif3WDgCahIcih8t29zHySZQ9FMZvgg==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=AIIsyBxerWlvGAf1mlsZkOU6eskKg-8yWOODZRqvQO_RBu64yS8toTUoo5F3-4oIHINDKW4PekrKXeb-Vp633qb1nBOgt4qovpUbHv_Iv9OIVzZl-nw5oqpOif3WDgCahIcih8t29zHySZQ9FMZvgg==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=QI3sYUYWWPqGGwBzKLUlqLKLW3ZkGIwgdE_BFKMds6gfytz_1Ue_YAwtWUesA4r-PguATNv6m8AOnGqc8RFVdPXCsXsw13YE4VrnPO65R03UH_ptyiNtmv7Y4ozoj-yH
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=PS9OaMDjqvAfxtJnp5tCqsTHsEzsLXH2OjAjhMK2nJ9XfttRdALVhUZMkUKbuVtG83bevSmRvvVRRj0dXUps2FaEFUY3rCew0K-CQKkI1xQc6O0_qaebpZsTtgCXkSI5cg6BxgKHx3kVY3A25XD1ow==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=UYYie-COH8B_tHaQayXNHMQZYWgskE9LLPd0JqRtsNX5b7sP6IqtVecMEwZ4TNZ3_DNxS1EcZCAoWP_ygHGGrAr7-l3SzeG5av6DtB2jJCojqfRUFOdfH1lUPyjekjHbnSPWLoVsao5-7vOuPMFrCPWRhFdZC8KLF112oCeYBtEISloNO0k0vpWmYzcyMrUP
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=OgmZGiMmIdChYrZ-aLXXu8eDWP2crrlKGG92_FMJt_s0TP50BI2FfL-WYyrO77k8CpwS_XKHS45i38RjdtAb4YfnjYhfOmKAfPfqjyBmIfs=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=-605694y_CCuOrGCo_3kXZqYuIHK5oBVahxE9_RoP5Cf5G3l0dxDOjkRkG2k8nGoRDxfM3J-x0Wlz3Pc6pTbutjkGK1iad9xHZ2s_gdlyGE=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Z_nUJ9oia-fNTvootTCTTFHJzcQd2jzy6qTwFLG_ileWwONqILLd4qlqsxX9T6wCmBk0VbhfUwK7FbW9C2WCw_mgjq8qG_nF_yVRvMKvFPo=
mailto:jstory@groundfloormedia.com
https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/eceb1ec1-22f2-473a-9b12-33fd8bb08ff2

